THE RATIONALE

Understanding Democracy from the Roads of Old Delhi to
Deshbandhu College

- RBiswajit Sahoo | Editor in Cheif)

While we all might he having different opinions about the state of democracy in our coumntry if is all futile
will ol umderstamling il from everyone s perspective, Al our polions of Demoeraey are some way or anol ber
Dimstedd Dseemuse of owr preoceapied sdeas wheller through Dooks, pewspapers, lelevision, snd social oeedia,
Bul in oseder Lo eeally aonderstand Ui Tden of India aod ber Demoeralic valoes T wenl oo g walk through Uae
roads of Old elthi or as we know it Delhi G. My co-editor Sameer and | our team tried fo ask people different
quiestions and understand their thoughts and also disenssed the same with the students of Deshbandhi College
to see the difference,

The choys of April in Dedli are really hol, Summer here s challenging as owell as licing al Uhe same Gime. Mok
a pote W carry waler. sunsceectr. and all ollwes protections against e beal wave possible, So e journey m
M seareh for ideas of Democraey began aromnd 12 Noon. Kindly read  throogh the following parts with an

open hiear! amd mind o onderstamd wha! things we learned through oor mantle in Od Delhi.

Democracy- A word for the privileged?

We all might think thal Democracy s availalde o all of us irrespeelive of class, caste, ereed, geader,
sexualily, and religion, Although our constilulions provide vs all with all demoeralie rights the guestion s
how far eversvone eojoys Lhe rghtl, Let's take e exampde of e NALSA jodmment. Tl landmaek jodgment
along with the recognition of T'ransgender people as the Third gender gave them the right 1o reservation in
admission 1o educational institutions aml jobs, Yel nine years have passed sinee then bt still, oeither
Transpersons have heen given horizontal reservations nor the required opportunities in education and johbs.
One thing that | realized while asking people questions regarding Democracy was that | took the
wrong approach. Asking people directly about Democracy was very wrong of me. It comes from a
background of privilege to think and talk about these words lie, democracy, government, equality,
and freedom. We bave been exposed o these ideas so frequently becanse we had the opportunily o
go to good schools and eolleges and even gel an edocation. Bul people who were nol as privileged as
us. who depend on daily wages for their survival don’t have the time to think or even imagine these
words, Bul that doesn’'t mean they don’t practice democracy. They vole, isn'L thal enough? 1 thought
until free and fair elections are happening we have no problem. Bul in reality, these people have a lol
o do with Democracy,
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While talking wilh an old man who's a balloon seller said thal one thing that he fears is which day the police

will foree him Lo vacale the place. His only hope and regquest 1o D government would Be that be be allowed

to do his bosiness withowt any inconvenience.,

A B2-vear-old soup-bubble maker seller
who on weekdays works ol the nearly
electronic market shared his life story.
The wage he carns from the shop B nol
ikl s b sells lovs or soape Bualille
midikiers oni Uhe werkend, His aspiralions
il experlalions aee for his childoen. e
wanis  thal his  chikdren  gel  free

educalion and jobs o survive,

The idea of Sabka Saath amd Sabka Vikas does nol gel
Fulfellisd  oldl eversone  gels L beowell Doooe D
goverimwenl  policies,  Mecling  anoller  82-vear-olil
person made me realize that. He sells old coins and
exchanges torn-out noles. He expressed his anguish
over Demonetizaiion when he lost his livelihomd, He
sidl Thal eorruplion is sl prevalent in the counlry
Decause e can =ee il lappeniog every day o Uae
markel, The cmergence of the UPT payment system hos
maile all our lives easier vel il has affected small
bosinesses a lot, No donht we should move ahead with
the growing technology but we should ool forget thal

(here are olher people who exist. Even expeeling peogple
from simall businesses b lake online paviments is very problematic becaonse il sooelimes makes Qem look
dowm om Themselves bevmuse of nol having e knowledge or necess (o fechnology,

Does silence speak?

It is indeed troe that silence speaks when words can’t. But sometimes too mueh silenee sometimes. raises
ipaestions. | failed 1o gel any answers from many people even afler changing my approsch by asking questions
about their daily life. Although | respeel peopde’s deeision to nol speak this brings ap two questions. Either
peipde aree fearing Lo answer or Wy are uninlerested in U suome, People sre aoninlersstel, That's Uroe, mosl
peogde don’t care moch aboul polities bal the silualion used 1o be different. The level of protests and voeal
peges wesed Lo b omn erilieal issues aren’ | e samse, This ean be Finkesd bo Ee conlinnous mesddbing of e slale
with free speech through draconian laws like UAPA and Sedifion, Also, the rising polarization and sense of
distike among communities have created fear among people to express anything freely,

This silenee really speaks a lot about the state of demoeracy . Democraey needs dialogue and we cannol forgel
thal, Debale, diseussion, and dissent are vital for any beallhy democroey. While Lhis spiril of Demoeraey s
still wisible in many spaces, Cerfain seetions of the media are working really hard to protect and preserve the
spiril of Demoeraey . The silenee of people was also evidence of U rusteation of peaple from the polities 1hal
goes on arounid the globe and the dissatisfaction with the system.
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But nol everyone is silenl. When | reached for answers on demoeracy in my college to understand the conltrasi
beetweien the people speaking in O3d Dedbi amd e students of our college. Stodents also have their own
pmiderstamding of Democracy, bul il's also saddening vel nol so surprising Ul stodenls shiooare studving anad

al the forelronl of Polities sl they hesilale o speak about the samee,

Between Hope & Tension: moving ahead

The whole journey from the rosds of Chandoi Chowk o Deshbandbo College ilsell was a learning
experienee, The Diversily of Lmdia is ils real strenglh woe shoulid pever Forgel iF and most remingd everyone
every day even i they pretend Lo forgel.

The fabrie of Secularism just not guarantees equality based on religion but on easte, ereed, gender, sexuality,
amd race. Texthooks can be changed, dynasties might be removed from books, and criminals can be acquitbed
of serious erimes hot we should never stop questioning. This is the only constant that keeps onr Dsmocraey
alive il sustaining.

Listening o people, their aspirations, amd dreams give o8 hope o work lowand  strengthening this
Dsmncraey every day, Seeing people playving Ektara in e suwnny afleruoons of Delhi inspines us W live for
that canse of India where Mehro said about the tryst with destiny. There are a lot many things that are
happening aroumd the globe. Every stident who answered in the eollege has o oword. Be it Bguality, freedom,
equality, fraternity, and many more, We did overcome many catastrophes, from partition to covid, India has
hawed @ long journey bl oll el we can do o sastain Ue Todia of our dresm is remember every lime We The
preogabe of Disclia...

And finally, if there was 1o be an answer fouind for 12 Democeraey on the beink? The answer is not as clear or
direct as von might think it to be. The answer depends on how von imagine India.
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